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i. CLAIMS AND POSSIBILITIES
THE co-operative societies have again and again requested
the universities to introduce courses and lectures on
co-operative problems. Such requests are differently
expressed according to the form of co-operation typical
of the country in question. In some countries one single
form of co-operation prevails (the farmers* co-operative
in agricultural States, consumers* co-operative societies
in Great Britain). In others, however, all types are
strongly developed, as, for instance, in Germany.
Three demands may be distinguished:
(a) Propaganda,
(F) Technical training,
(f) Research.
Frequently, the desire for propagandistic results is
embodied in the two others.
(a) The pressure for propaganda has to some extent
already passed, as in most countries the co-operative
movement has grown so strong that a professorship, or
a number of university lecture courses or seminars can-
not do much for its promotion. If it continues it Is be-
cause the co-operatives demand scientific appreciation of
so important a movement and its inclusion in the cur-
riculum of universities. In many cases, however, the
demand springs from an insufficient knowledge of the
means and possibilities of these schools. Facilities are
lacking for the study of so many important social and
economic subjects; and it is not only financially impos-
sible to create them, but the universities which are
gradually becoming preparatory schools for certain pro-
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